Dear Brethren,

Occasionally I'll see a blogpost or article that | don’t think | could improve upon in my own words. |
hope you'll benefit from this article from Patrick Swayne, preacher for the Northern Lights church of
Christ in Fairbanks, Alaska. For more biblical content like this, check out Patrick’s website
truthfortheworld.org John
Daring to Be Different During the Holidays

Have you ever thought about the impression a text might leave if you only had a moment to think
about it? Take for example Jesus’s declaration in the Sermon on the Mount that believers are “the
salt of the earth” and “the light of the world” (Matthew 5:13-14). I've been in adult Bible studies before
where a whole hour or two were spent reflecting on the various implications of these two simple
statements. There’s a lot of depth in them! ...Jesus wants my faith to be noticed by others, even
when it's hard. | need to be different.

Difference is woven into so many of the Bible’s instructions...l'd like to reflect on the special oppor-
tunity presented by holidays for believers to demonstrate they are different.

Careful students of the New Testament notice that while early Christians placed a great deal of im-
portance on Sunday, “the first day of the week,” also known as “the Lord’s Day” (Acts 20:7; 1 Cor.
16:2; Rev. 1:10), there’s no record of them collectively or congregationally celebrating events like Je-
sus’ birth or death through any kind of special, holy day. While individual believers might have put
“one day above another,” others were just as likely to treat “every day alike,” and Paul told individuals
in both groups not to “judge your brother” and to keep such matters “to yourself before God” (Rom.
14:5, 10, 22). While Paul knew God had given liberty regarding private observances, he feared that
collective religious observances of “days and months and seasons and years” could...bring Chris-
tians into “bondage” (Gal. 4:9-10).

...For my entire life, I've seen Christians who want to return to the simple beliefs and practices of the
New Testament struggle with Christmas and Easter. Some use these holiday seasons specifically to
condemn these days because of the human teachings and traditions that are sometimes woven into
their observance. This certainly allows them to be seen as different by those in the world but some-
times doesn’t achieve the result that Jesus envisioned for that difference, namely, people glorifying
the “Father in heaven” (Matthew 5:16). Seeing this, others have chosen the path of least resistance
by teaching, preaching, and doing what is expected on or near these days, while making no commen-
tary on them other than to occasionally condemn the behavior of those who condemn these days.

...I'd like to argue for a different path regarding religious holidays at a congregational level. Granted, |
totally understand the idea of seizing a moment to talk about what’s on everyone’s mind. However,
given Jesus’ goal for us is noticeable difference, | really appreciate those in the brotherhood of believ-
ers who want to be seen as being different than the denominational world. Is there a way though to
be different in a way that makes a difference? | think there is. For years, I've made it my practice to
highlight the difference of the New Testament pattern from manmade observances without using this
particular moment to condemn anyone else’s practice.

...I get asked all the time by people in the community about what my church is doing for Christmas or
Easter. | love being able to say something like this: “Not much changes for us. Holidays like Christ-
mas and Easter actually aren’t in the Bible. Like the first Christians, we don’t do anything out of the
ordinary when these days roll around. We believe in Jesus’ birth and His resurrection, but we try to
honor these events every Sunday that we meet together.” ...Over the years, I've had several positive
and constructive conversations stem from this approach...Even if this approach does bring ridicule or
cause you to be ostracized, remember, Jesus prefaced His words regarding His desire for you to be
different (Matt. 5:13-16) with words about embracing persecution (Matt. 5:10-12).

So, when the next holiday rolls around, will you as a Christian discussing your faith with your friends
dare to be different? Let’s let our saltiness and light be tasted and seen by those who desperately
need to know God’s peace.
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I hope everyone had a great Thanksgiving holiday and break. For us, it was great to have
Brayden home for the week and great to be able to have some family time together. Thanksgiving
Day was busy but well worth it. We spent time with family and enjoyed some great food! Due to the
holiday, we didn’t have any youth activities last week. But never fear, we pick back up this week with
a devotional Sunday night after service. We also have our Christmas parties coming up in about 2
weeks. Please be sure to check out our youth Facebook page for detailed information on the par-
ties. If anyone has any questions, please let me know.

Christian Love, Keith
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SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

Sunday, December 8th 2024

Welcome .................................Wade Tummins
Lead Singing............ccc.cooeeiiiiniann. Mark Forster
Ist Prayer.........................oceeeeeeneee.. Mike Tyler
Sermon.................ccoeeeeviiiiiiniiesnnneennnJohn Jones
Lord’s Table.................................. Mark Forster

Mike Robertson Andy Marlor

Glenn Ross Andrew Peyton

Wendell Monroe Derek Berryman
Closing Prayer.................................John Potter
Collect Cards..................cccoevviin... Jaxon Holt

& Matthew Dotson

Greeters..................................... Not at this time
Nursery.......cccoceeieiiiiiiiiininnnn. Not at this time
Collect CUPS......covueiieeiiiiiec e, Youth
Security...........ocooiiiiiiiii Team #2

Sunday 6PM, December 8th 2024

Lead Singing...............c................ Mark Forster
Prayer.............cccc..oooiiiiieieineen. . John Hurt
Sermon....................cecceeeeveeveesesreannnnnnn. JOhn Jones
Lord’s Table.....................Gerald Curtis

W.R. Long
Closing Prayer............................Jesse Kilpatrick

Wednesday 6:30 PM, December 11th 2024

Lead Singing......................ccooee. Keith Grigsby
Prayer...............ccceeeeeveeueunenenne.... Dwight Stuart
Adult Class............ccc.cc.................John Jones

If you are unable to serve...please contact
Wade Tummins, in advance. (cell 931-209-6291)
If changes need to be made in scheduling please
contact Jimmy Phy.
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A weekly publication of the McEwen church of Christ

“If you are unable to attend any service please tune in to our Facebook page or
our YouTube page to watch the services. This is NOT a replacement for the
command to assemble together as Christ’s Body, but a tool for those who may be
homebound/shut-in or sick.

BULLETIN

The MESSENGER is online! =—r—
Visit the church website
to view!

ur(_:hq_
Bulletin

Week of December 1 2024

A Caring Church Lifting Up The CROSS And CROWN of CHRIST

of lhe world
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OUR RECORDS for 12/01/2024

Sunday Morning Bible School — — — —-— 109
Sunday Morning Worship —-— — — — —- 186
Sunday Evening Worship - —-—--— — — — 101
Wed-Mid-Week Bible Study — — - —-- 88
Sunday Contribution— — — — ------ $10,090
Number of Seeds Planted — — — — — —-— 8

To Contact Us:
9704 Hwy 70 E
Mail us: P.O. Box 256
McEwen, TN 37101
E-mail: mcewencofc@gmail.com
Website: www.mcewenchurchofchrist.com

Phone: 931-582-6130

Schedule of Services

Sunday
Bible Study............... 9:00am
Worship. ........... 10:00am
FEvening............... 6:00pm

Wednesday
Bible Study.......... 6:30pm

Elders:
Calvin Buckner
Billy Buttrey Bruce Mayfield
W.R, Long Mike Robertson

Deacons:

Derek Berryman Mike Burns

Wayne Coates Mark Forster

John Hurt Barry Phy

Robert Proctor James Ridings

Joe Smith Dwight Stuart

Ethan Tummins  Wade Tummins
Ronnie Tyler

Staff:

Ministers ----- Every Member
Pulpit - John Jones
Youth -------—- Keith Grigsby

Secretaries
Terri Tummins/Teresa Fleming
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