“Do Not Be Conformed to the [Religious] World” (Part 3 of 3)

John Jones

Dear Brethren, thank you for the kind words about the last two bulletin articles about Romans 12. Here is
the final instalment of it! May God bless you as you read His word and apply it to your life!

The Bereans come to mind in this conversation. They were said to have “received the word with great ea-
gerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see whether these things were so.” (Acts 17:10-11). They weren't
focused entirely on new teachings as the Athenians were (Acts 17:21). Neither were they “always learning
but never able to arrive at a knowledge of the truth” (2 Timothy 3:7). They were eager to hear a new teach-
ing (Jesus as Messiah), but they also examined what was being taught with what they already knew to be
true, the objective standard of Scripture.

How can we benefit from the example of the Bereans and Paul’s exhortation to the Roman church?

Don’t wholeheartedly accept everything you've been given. I love my parents, my friends, and my for-
mer teachers who have all taught me spiritual things. Though I have a great respect for these individuals,
the outcome of my own soul is even more important to me. Jesus said, “I am the way, and the truth, and
the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me” (John 14:6). If Christianity is the exclusive pathway
to heaven as Jesus says it is, what is the outcome of all the Hindus, Buddhists, and Muslims who whole-
heartedly accept the teachings of their friends and family? The outcome of their souls depends on their
willingness to honestly examine all the evidence. If I expect this type of attitude from my non-Christian
friends, I ought to exemplify this attitude in my own approach to seeking truth.

Don’t wholeheartedly reject everything you've been given. I've noticed that some, in the spirit of rebel-
lion or because of a personal flaw within a person who taught them, completely reject everything that
they’ve been taught. 1 Thessalonians 5:21 instructs us to, “Examine everything carefully; hold fast to that
which is good.” It would be a logical mistake to imagine that every single aspect of religious information
we were taught is wrong, simply because we inherited it from our parents or faith community.

Accept the fact that you've been wrong before, and it’s likely that you'll be wrong again. It takes a hum-
ble person to admit this but it is vital to our growth as Christians. Just because someone brings a different
interpretation that I haven’t heard before, doesn’t automatically make them wrong. Apollos gives us an
example of humbly accepting correction and moving on with newfound knowledge to the glory of God
(Acts 18:24ff).

Accept the fact that you've been right before, and it’s likely that you'll be right again. If we take the pre-
vious point too far, we might begin doubting that it’s possible to know anything. If I've been wrong be-
fore, how do I know that I've ever been right before?! Without going to that extreme, I can accept that eve-
ry interpretational decision I've made is based upon the best evidence that I've processed so far in the best
way I know how. [ have a rational mind able to examine evidences and come to proper judgments.

By adopting this attitude, every new idea that is presented to me will inevitably renew my mind because
my interpretational decisions will be further confirmed or reasonably questioned. If we take to heart Paul’s
exhortation, we won’t allow ourselves to be conformed to the world’s desire to mold us, be it sensual or
pseudo-religious. I pray that we constantly and consciously invite our minds to be renewed. This process
won't allow us to become close minded to any question asked of the Scripture. Neither will it allow us to
accept every teaching as equally valid.

Only when our minds are open to renewal will we be able to “prove what the will of God is, that which

is good and acceptable and perfect.”
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Faye Featherstone/ Michelle Lashlee/ Dorothy Killebrew/ W. R. Long/ Jim Buckner/ Al &Vicki Peek

*Sherry Angela-in ICU with injures fr a car-wreck-grandmother of Mason Adams
*Scottie Lashlee-back problems sees a spine specialist on Nov 22nd.

*Doug Stewart (Ruby England’s stepson) now on hospice in AHC in Waverly .
*Marcia Simpson-needs prayers in Sarah Cannon Hosp with many medical issues

*Neely Ann Martin-(Jerry & Kathy’s grandaughter) continue in prayer, still hav-
ing issues/struggles fr her recent trauma; which involved a concussion & fractured jaw

*Chase Lewis-(Vicki Peek’s family) he has lupus, been very sick
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*DONNA BURNS-WAYNEZANN BERRYMAN’S NIECE)-CA
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on Sat, Noverrber 9th Will be prep & pick-up/delivery day. You can start Biggs, |on Nov 17th after
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Our annual Trunk or Treat has come and gone and oh what a night it was!! Once again, the event had to
be moved indoors due to bad weather. However, that did not stop us from making it a great night for our com-
munity and it did not stop our community from coming out and being a part of it. We might have had our largest
group ever to come through. For the first hour the flow of spooks coming through was nonstop! At one point the
line of people was out the doors and close to the road. It was great to see so many smiling faces come
through. We have out every piece of candy that we had. Thank you to everyone who helped decorate and pass
out candy and for everyone who bought candy and brought it to the building. It was a great
night!! Christian Love, Keith




SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

Sunday, November 10th 2024

Welcome .......................cc.................John Hurt
Lead Singing............ccc.cooeeiiiiniann. Mark Forster
i W.R. Long
Sermon.................ccoeeeeviiiiiiniiesnnneennnJohn Jones
Lord’s Table.................................Keith Grigsby
Bruce Mayfield Glenn Ross
Joe Smith Andy Marlor
Bill Williams Gerald Curtis
Closing Prayer..............................Dwight Stuart
Collect Cards............................. Hudson Buttrey
& Colt Stanfield
Greeters.............ccc.cc.ccooo.conen.. Not at this time
NUTSerY......cccovviiiiieiiiiiiiieine, Not at this time
Collect CUPS.......coneueiieeiiiiiee i, Youth
Security. ..o Team #3

Sunday 6PM, November 10th 2024

Lead Singing...............ccoeeooiiiiiinn. Mark Forster
Prayer............ccccciiiiiiiiiinii, Ethan Tummins
Sermon.....................ccceveeeevesesesnenennnn. John Jones
Lord’s Table........................Jimmy Suddeath

Ty Adams
Closing Prayer...............................Jim Ridings
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Return Service Requested

“If you are unable to attend any service please tune in to our Facebook page or
our YouTube page to watch the services. This is NOT a replacement for the
command to assemble together as Christ’s Body, but a tool for those who may be
homebound/shut-in or sick.

Wednesday 6:30 PM, November 13th 2024

Lead Singing.............................Andrew Peyton
Prayer..............cccevveecccvcvnennnnenn.John Potter
Adult Class.............ccccc..................John Jones

If you are unable to serve...please contact
Wade Tummins, in advance. (cell 931-209-6291)
If changes need to be made in scheduling please
contact Jimmy Phy.
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OUR RECORDS for 11/03/2024

Sunday Morning Bible School — — — —-— 116
Sunday Morning Worship —-— — — — —- 189
Sunday Evening Worship - —-—-— - — - ?
Wed-Mid-Week Bible Study — — — — — - - 125
Mission Sunday Contribution— — — — $56,000
Number of Seeds Planted — — — — — —-— 4
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E-mail: mcewencofc@gmail.com
Website: www.mcewenchurchofchrist.com

Phone: 931-582-6130

A Caring Church Lifting Up The CROSS And CROWN of CHRIST

Schedule of Services

Sunday
Bible Study............... 9:00am
Worship. ........... 10:00am
Evening............... 6:00pm

Wednesday
Bible Study.......... 6:30pm

Elders:
James Buckner  Calvin Buckner
Billy Buttrey Bruce Mayfield
W.R, Long Mike Robertson

Deacons:

Derek Berryman Mike Burns
Wayne nges ﬁl/lar.{ Forster
John Hurt Barry Phy
Roﬁert Proctor  James Ridings
Elton Smith Joe Smith
Dwight Stuart  Ethan Tummins
Wade Tummins ~ Ronnie Tyler
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Pulpit - John Jones

————————— Keith Grigsby
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Terri Tummins/Teresa Fleming
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