“Do Not Be Conformed to the [Religious] World” (Part 2 of 3)....................... by: John Jones

This is a continuation of last week’s article, digging deep into Romans 12:2, what it meant for

the first Christians to read it, and what it means to us. Have a blessed week in your study of God’s Word!

The Literary Context of Romans 12

For obvious reasons, Paul spends considerable time in the book of Romans reconciling the brethren in Rome.
His letter begins with passages like 1:16, 2:9-11, and 3:9, 29-30 which remind the brethren that: the stain of sin
has affected ALL mankind, ALL mankind will be judged according to their works, and fortunately, the saving
gospel of Jesus is also for ALL mankind. Spiritually speaking, “There is no distinction between Jew and
Greek” (3:22;10:12).

Therefore the spiritual realities of: baptism (Romans 6:1-11), the release of the Jews from the Mosaic law that
bound them to sin (Romans 7), and the promises of the Spirit (Romans 8) all serve to bring the Jewish and
Gentile believers together into a new category: those who have responded to God’s call through faith in Jesus.
Chapter 1:18-32 focuses on “them,” the Gentiles with no regard for God. Chapters 9-11 focus on “them,” the
Jews who haven’t accepted Jesus as the Messiah. Chapter 12, however, begins with an appeal to the Christians
in Rome. Unlike the hedonistic Gentiles and the self-righteous Jews, the Christians ought to recognise the dis-
obedience of all mankind, and the greatness of God for giving the opportunity of mercy to both Jew and Gen-
tile (11:30-36). This discussion provides the immediate literary context for Romans 12:1-2.

To summarise Paul’s argumentation, it’s almost as if he’s saying, “Enough talking about ‘them.” Let’s talk
about ‘you’ Christians. You're all from different backgrounds, but you’'ve found a new identity in Christ. For-
get the past. Whether it be the sensuality you formerly knew, or your supposed self-sufficiency in observing
the law, you've all died to your former lives, and now you know that God’s mercy comes through Jesus.”

A Closer Examination of Romans 12:2

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove
what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.

How would the early Roman church have read this passage?

Romans 12:1 urges the Christians “to present [their] bodies a living and holy sacrifice.” It's within the context
of the epistle to suppose that this passage might have been presented to the Gentile Christians and their previ-
ous lives of sensuality. 12:2, however, is likely directed to the Jewish Christians who risked conforming their
minds to a worldview that allowed no room for a crucified Savior from Nazareth.

The Jewish Christians could be encouraged by this passage to use the available evidence (the Old Testament
scriptures- Acts 17:1-2 and apostolic signs- 2 Cor. 12:12) to prove that: faith in Jesus, as opposed to faith in the
observance of the law, is actually God’s will. Subsequently, the inclusion of the Gentiles into the family of God
was also part of God’s plan (Eph. 2:11-22). By accepting these things, the first readers of this epistle wouldn’t
be moulded by the societal or religious status quo of first century diaspora Judaism, but instead would be
transformed, together with their Gentile brethren, into the “body of Christ”(Rom. 12:5).

Applying Romans 12:2 Today

Since we’ve answered the question, “What did this passage mean to them?,” we can now ask,

“What should it mean to us?”

Despite the differences between the first and the twenty first century church, there are notable similarities
between our churches and theirs. For one, division in the church is still a significant issue. Despite Jesus” plea
for unity among believers (John 17:20-23), there are more

denominations than ever before in church history. The “World Christian Encyclopedia” by Barrett, Kurian,
and Johnson (Oxford Univ Press, 2nd edition, 2001) counts as many as 33,820 Christian denominations. Paul’s
exhortation “to live in such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus” (Romans 15:5) is com-
pletely applicable to contemporary church culture defined by differences.

The widespread division between churches raises another similarity between the modern and early Chritians:
falsehood taught under religious pretext. The third and final portion of this article & the answers to follow!!
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What a Weekend!!!! It was a blessing to be able to be a part of our Fall Family Retreat again this year. We had a
group of 41 sign up with some staying overnight for both nights and some that only came for one of the days. Either way,
we all had a great time and enjoyed a beautiful weekend. We arrived Friday around 5:00, got unpacked and started prepar-
ing for supper. After supper we enjoyed a great time of devotion together of singing and a lesson from John Potter. After-
wards, we enjoyed some board games and time to relax and fellowship. Saturday we woke to a great breakfast. After
breakfast we enjoyed a day of 3 devotional periods, several games of volleyball, more great meals, trivia night and college
football watching. Saturday was the perfect day and I’m so thankful for the memories that were made. Sunday we had
breakfast followed by our worship service together. Afterwards, we packed up, cleaned up, and headed home. Thank you
to everyone that came, especially to those who worked hard to prepare our meals and for the men who spoke during our

devotionals. So much fun and growth was had with some great people!! Christian Love, Keith




SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

Sunday, October 27t 2024

Welcome ..............ccovveeiiniinnnn, Calvin Buckner
Lead Singing............ccc.cooeeiiiiniann. Mark Forster
TStPrayer........c.cooooviiiiiiiiiiininni Barry Phy
Sermon.................ccoeeeeviiiiiiniiesnnneennnJohn Jones
Lord’s Table................................Keith Grigsby

Wayne Coates Drew Buttrey

Marvin England Robert Proctor

Ty Adams Jack Grigsby
Closing Prayer.............................Danny Dotson
Collect Cards............................ Parker Rachford

&Collin Swearns

Greeters.............ccc.cc.ccooo.conen.. Not at this time
NUTSerY......cccovviiiiieiiiiiiiieine, Not at this time
Collect CUPS.......coneueiieeiiiiiee i, Youth
Security............ocooiiiiiiiiii Team #1

Sunday 6PM, October 27th 2024

Lead Singing...............ccoeeooiiiiiinn. Mark Forster
Prayer....................cccece.one.. . Andrew Peyton
Sermon.....................ccceveeeevesesesnenennnn. John Jones
Lord’s Table.........................Todd Mullinicks

Mike Tyler
Closing Prayer...........................Jesse Kilpatrick
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*If you are unable to attend
any service please tune in to
our Facebook page or our
YouTube page to watch the
services. This is NOT a replacement for the
command to assemble together as Christ's
Body, but a tool for those who may be
homebound/shut-in or sick.

Wednesday 6:30 PM, October 30t 2024

Lead Singing........................cc........ John Hurt
Prayer...............ccceeueueueucueunen......Mike Robertson
Adult Class.............ccccc..................John Jones

If you are unable to serve...please contact
Wade Tummins, in advance. (cell 931-209-6291)
If changes need to be made in scheduling please
contact Jimmy Phy.

The MESSENGER is online! B:F:i\’
Visit the church website ZChurch
to view! Bulletin®

Week of October 20" 2024 A Caring Church Lifting Up The CROSS And CROWN of CHRIST

Schedule of Services

Sunday
Bible Study............... 9:00am
Worship. ........... 10:00am
FEvening............... 6:00pm

Wednesday
Bible Study.......... 6:30pm

Elders:
James Buckner  Calvin Buckner
Billy Buttrey Bruce Mayfield
W.R, Long Mike Robertson

Deacons:

Derek Berryman  Mike Burns
Wayne Coates ~ Mark Forster
John Hurt Barry Phy
Robert Proctor  James Ridings
Elton Smith Joe Smith
Dwight Stuart  Drew Swearns
Dennis Tester Ethan Tummins

Sunday, November 3rd, 2024

Christ’'s Commission — {Our Mission}

OUR RECORDS for 10/20/2024

Sunday Morning Bible School — — — —-— 90
Sunday Morning Worship —-— — — — —- 151
Sunday Evening Worship -—-—--— - — — 92
Wed-Mid-Week Bible Study — — — — — - - 135
Sunday Contribution— — — — — — — — $ 7279
Number of Seeds Planted — — — — — ——— 1

Wade Tummins ~ Ronnie Tyler
To Contact Us:

9704 Hwy 70 E Staff:
Mail us: P.O. Box 256 Ministers ----- Every Member
McEwen, TN 37101 Pulpit - John Jones
E-mail: mcewencofc@gmail.com Youth -—-———-—- Keith Grigsby

Website: www.mcewenchurchofchrist.com

Phone: 931-582-6130

Secretaries
Terri Tummins/Teresa Fleming
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