“Do Not Be Conformed to the [Religious] World” (Part 1 of 3)
John Jones

Dear Brethren,
Over the next three weeks, I’d like to dig deep into Romans 12:2, its place in history and its place in the book of
Romans. I think its true that the deeper we dive into Scripture, the more deeply we will be blessed!

Romans 12:2 (ESV) - “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind,
that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.”

This was the first passage I ever seriously considered and meditated upon. This occurred many years before |
was introduced to the concepts of historical or literary context. This passage was initially introduced to me as a
supporting verse for 2 Timothy 2:22 and fleeing “youthful lusts.” At that time, I interpreted the verse to mean
that the more I read my Bible, the easier temptation would be to deal with. While I was certainly not too far off,
I later came to realise that my interpretation was incomplete. Perhaps we can find more meaning within the
historical context of the Roman church at the time and of the literary context of Paul’s writing.

The Historical Background of the Roman Church

We know that “visitors from Rome” were present in Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost when the initial 3,000
were baptised into Christ (Acts 2:10). Assuming that these early Christians returned and worshipped in Rome,
the earliest Roman church would have been composed entirely of early Jewish believers. Their evangelistic
efforts, at this point, would have been limited to other Jews in the synagogues of Rome. Later, however, the
Roman church would have begun reaching out to the Gentiles, as the other early churches did. Following the
conversion of the first Gentile converts, Cornelius and his household (Acts 10), the first mass outreach to Gen-
tiles began (Acts 11:19-21). The successes among the Gentiles that Paul and Barnabas experienced during their
first missionary journey (Acts 13:48-49; 14:1, 27) actually prompted the church in Jerusalem to send a letter to
the Gentile brethren in nearby locations (Acts 15:23-30). Though we only have available the travels of Paul
recorded in Acts, we can imagine the conversions among Gentiles continued to increase in the churches, includ-
ing the church in Rome.

Paul’s meeting with Roman couple Priscilla and Aquila gives us more insight into the historical context of the
Roman church (Acts 18:1-12). Priscilla and Aquila’s “trip” to Corinth was arranged by Emperor Claudius, who
decreed that all Jews must leave the city of Rome. Roman historians Suetonius and Cassius Dio reinforce the
biblical text of this historical occurrence. Looking to archaeology, we find that the Gallio inscription (Acts
18:12) in Delphi dates this event sometime between January of 51 and August of 52. The majority of the Ro-
man congregation, presumably Jewish, would have been subject to Claudius’ edict. The welfare of the early
Roman church, therefore, would have been left to the propriety of the rather recent Gentile converts for a signif-
icant amount of time.

By the time Paul, who had at that point had not personally visited the Roman church (Rom. 1:10-13), wrote to
them, the Jewish population had returned (Romans 16:3). As you can imagine, the differences between the Jews
and Gentiles in the church were amplified by the return of the Jewish Christians who most likely felt an over-
whelming sense of culture shock. I can imagine them saying, “What happened to our synagogue style, mostly
Jewish assembly?”, “Can you believe the Gentiles are coming to worship then going out for lunch at the temple
of Athenal!?”, “These guys don’t know our scriptures very well! What qualifies them to teach about Israel’s
prophesied Messiah?”

Hopefully this historical insight will inform our understanding of the book of Romans, as well as the text in
question. When Paul says that every Christian, whether Jew or Gentile, needs to, through “festing...discern
what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.” He is focused on a church family who is
constantly on the brink of division because of differences in the membership. Are those differences cultural or
are they doctrinal? We will dig into this question next week!

Have a blessed week!
John
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I hope everyone had a great fall break this past week. We were able to get away for a few days to the
mountains with family. It was such a beautiful week and a much-needed break.

Our only youth activity was our devotional Sunday night at the home of Mike and Beth Robertson. We
had a group of 17 youth and 13 adults in attendance. We enjoyed a great devotional period of singing and a les-
son from Mike. After devo we enjoyed a meal and time of fellowship. I appreciate Mike and Beth opening their
home to us and hosting. It was a great night and time together! Christian Love, Keith




SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

Sunday, October 20th 2024

Welcome ..............cocoovviiiiiiiiiin. Billy Buttrey
Lead Singing............ccc.cooeeiiiiniann. Mark Forster
It Prayer...........cocoeviiiiinnn, Wade Tummins
Sermon...............ccevvveeeeireriniaee s John Jones
Lord’s Table................................ Calvin Buckner

Wendall Monroe John Potter

Terry Parchman Andrew Peyton
Jesse Kilpatrick Cabel Coates

Closing Prayer..........c....ccc.ccoocon. Ronnie Tyler
Collect Cards...................coooeinnnn. Colt Stanfill

& Jack Grigsby
Greeters.............ccc.cc.ccooo.conen.. Not at this time
NUTSerY......cccovviiiiieiiiiiiiieine, Not at this time
Collect CUpPS.........covieiiiiiiiiiiiiic e, Youth
Security............ocooiiiiiiiiii Team #5

Sunday 6PM, October 20th 2024

Lead Singing...............ccoeeooiiiiiinn. Mark Forster
Prayer............c.ccccooiiiiiiiiiinnn Wayne Berryman
Sermon.....................ccceveeeevesesesnenennnn. John Jones
Lord’s Table................................Mike Robertson
Drew Buttrey
Closing Prayer.......................... Ty Adams
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*If you are unable to attend
any service please tunein to
our Facebook page or our
YouTube page to watch the
services. This is NOT a replacement for the
command to assemble together as Christ's
Body, but a tool for those who may be
homebound/shut-in or sick.

Wednesday 6:30 PM, October 23142024

Lead Singing...............................Keith Grigsby
Prayer...............ccccevvueeueuccuvcnnnen.... Mark Forster
Adult Class.............ccccc..................John Jones

If you are unable to serve...please contact
Wade Tummins, in advance. (cell 931-209-6291)
If changes need to be made in scheduling please
contact Jimmy Phy.
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Week of October 13" 2024
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A Caring Church Lifting Up The CROSS And CROWN of CHRIST
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OUR RECORDS for 10/13/2024
Sunday Morning Bible School — — — —-— 126
Sunday Morning Worship —-— — — — —- 189
Sunday Evening Worship - —-—--— — — — 118
Wed-Mid-Week Bible Study — — — — — - - 89
Sunday Contribution— — — — — — — — $ 7356
Number of Seeds Planted — — — — — —-— 6

To Contact Us:
9704 Hwy 70 E
Mail us: P.O. Box 256
McEwen, TN 37101
E-mail: mcewencofc@gmail.com
Website: www.mcewenchurchofchrist.com

Phone: 931-582-6130

Schedule of Services

Sunday
Bible Study............... 9:00am
Worship. ........... 10:00am
Evening............... 6:00pm

Wednesday
Bible Study.......... 6:30pm

Elders:
James Buckner  Calvin Buckner
Billy Buttrey Bruce Mayfield
W.R, Long Mike Robertson

Deacons:

Derek Berryman  Mike Burns
Wayne Coates ~ Mark Forster
John Hurt Barry Phy
Robert Proctor  James Ridings
Elton Smith Joe Smith
Dwight Stuart  Drew Swearns
Dennis Tester ~ Ethan Tummins

Wade Tummins ~ Ronnie Tyler

Staff:

Ministers ----- Every Member
Pulpit - John Jones
Youth -------—- Keith Grigsby

Secretaries

Terri Tummins/Teresa Fleming
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