The Tragedy of a Hardened Heart

Have you ever stopped to consider those who sat in our pews in years past, yet in recent times are
no longer with us? They haven’t passed away, but at some point in the past they slowly slipped in
attendance, and one day never came back. It’s a sad reality that may be understood in terms of
hardened hearts.

In 1 Samuel 28, we see Saul, once a bold king chosen by God, but now a desperate man gripped by
fear and desperation. Facing the threat of the Philistine army, he seeks God’s guidance but receives
silence. Why? Because Saul had long rejected God'’s voice, choosing his own path over repentance
and obedience. Seeking some type of guidance beyond his own power, he turns to a medium, a
woman who claimed to be able to interact with spiritual forces, at Endor. Ironically, Saul decides to
consult the very practices he once banned. This tragic scene reveals the danger of a heart hardened
by unrepentant sin, seeking answers anywhere but God.

When the prophet Samuel, who had already passed away, appears to the medium that Saul hired,
she is shocked! Was she surprised her ‘work’ actually worked? What we can be sure of this inter-
esting encounter is this: God, through Samuel, delivers a final message of judgment. Saul’s persis-
tent disobedience has sealed his fate. Rejecting repentance, Saul is left to face the consequences—
like a man eating his last meal on death row.

Where do you go when you seek answers in life’s challenges? Saul’s story echoes a sobering truth
for Christians today. When we drift from God, ignoring His Word or treating prayer as a last resort,
we risk mirroring Saul’s hardened heart. Like Saul, some seek guidance in the wrong places—
‘pseudo-Christian’ self-help books, worldly advice, or fleeting comforts—rather than turning to the
One who hears the righteous (1 Peter 3:12). Romans 10:10 reminds us that righteousness comes
through a heart that believes and confesses Christ daily, not just in crisis.

True repentance means consistently saying, “Lord, lead the way,” rather than returning to sins
we've claimed to forsake. Have you ever wondered why some people seem to go back over and
over again to the same sins that have caused them so many problems in the past? Why does the
drunk keep going back to the bar after alcohol has destroyed his life? Because they’ve trained them-
selves to try to find solutions to life’s problems somewhere other than God. And when you start
down that path, it becomes increasingly difficult to escape it and our hearts grow more calloused.

This story challenges us to reflect: Do we pray only in desperation, or do we seek God daily? Do we
cling to sin, expecting God’s favor without change? Do we look to God when we feel down or are
experiencing life’s problems? Looking anywhere else will lead us down a path of continued pain and
sorrow. Yet, when we seek God, Psalm 34:17 promises, “When the righteous cry for help, the Lord
hears and delivers them out of all their troubles.”

Let’s remember the moments in our lives that God has delivered us, reminding ourselves to seek
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“Marriage from God’s viewpoint”
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by Sister Betty Suddeath.

Ladies check out the back of your pew announcement sheet
& in the foyer for several upcoming “Ladies Day” in the Area.

Our church Softball Game & Cookout
Satuarday, Septerrber 20, 2025
430-830PM
@McEnen Gty Park Pavilion & Softball Field

Whither you play ar nat ,join us for a time of
fun, food & fellowhip!
Al ageswelcome!  Sign up list in the foyer.

IN EO.C.U.S.

Faith, Obedience, Character, Unity, Salvation

&

Remember deadline to sign-up for RUSH is this Wednesday, Sept 10th

To sign-up for our church Softball Game & Cookout on Saturday, September 20, 2025
from 4:30-8:30 @ McEwen City Park Pavilion & Softball Field.

In Christian Love, Keith
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“If you are unable to attend any service please tune in to our Facebook page or
our YouTube page to watch the services. This is NOT a replacement for the
command to assemble together as Christ’s Body, but a tool for those who may be
homebound/shut-in or sick.

HELP. HE RE§60£€ THEM me\
ALL THER TRoVPLES.

PSAIms 34:17

Schedule of Services

Sunday
Bible Study............... 9:00am
Worship............ 10:00am
FEvening............... 6:00pm

Wednesday
Bible Study. ......... 6:30pm

Elders:
Calvin Buckner
Billy Buttrey Bruce Mayfield
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EVANGELISM PROGRAM
Continue to be:

Praying for those we are studying with
To provide new {Contact’s} cards for us
to reach out to.

Team 1-no cardstoworkon this
Wednesday night.
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