Ready for the Season

Who’s your favorite college football team? Though | didn’t grow up with a team that my family
supported, I’ve come to appreciate the sport. Here’s what I’'ve realized over the years: there is
something special about the beginning of college football season. Long before the first kickoff,
hope fills the air. Even before the first cool breeze of fall, fans are already dreaming of conference
championships, playoff appearances, and the season’s rivalry games. Every team, no matter how
poorly they played the year before, gets a fresh start. Coaches speak confidently about the
progress made during months of practice, while players eagerly anticipate the opportunity to
prove that the hard work of the offseason has prepared them for what lies ahead.

Of course, championships are not won because of preseason rankings or optimistic predictions.
They are built through countless hours of conditioning, studying game film, practicing
fundamentals, and learning to work together as a team. Success on Saturday is usually the result of
faithful preparation on Monday through Friday.

The Christian life is much the same.

We often look ahead with excitement, anticipating what God might do in our lives. We pray for
growth, renewed purpose, stronger relationships, and greater opportunities to serve. Those are
wonderful hopes, but spiritual maturity rarely happens by accident. It is cultivated through the
ordinary disciplines of faith—daily prayer, time in God's Word, worship, fellowship with other
believers, and faithful obedience.

Even the best football teams know that not every game unfolds according to plan. A key player gets
injured or an unexpected turnover changes momentum. Halftime adjustments become necessary
because what worked on paper isn’t working on the field. Great coaches don’t abandon the season
after one difficult game; they adapt, refocus, and keep moving forward.

As followers of Christ, we also encounter unexpected challenges. Plans change. Prayers seem
delayed. Disappointments and setbacks test us. During those moments, God often teaches us to
trust Him more deeply rather than relying on our own expectations. Sometimes spiritual growth
comes not from everything going according to plan, but from learning to faithfully adjust while
keeping our eyes fixed on Christ.

The Apostle Paul understood this connection between athletics and faith. In 1 Corinthians 9:24-27,
he reminds believers that runners compete with purpose and discipline, training for a prize that will
not last. Christians, however, pursue an eternal reward. Paul encourages us to run our race with
intentionality, exercising self-control and perseverance so that our lives honor Christ.

As another football season begins, enjoy the excitement, celebrate your favorite team, and
appreciate the dedication that athletes display in preparing for competition. But let every kickoff
also remind us of spiritual things. May we approach our walk with Christ with the same
commitment to preparation, the same willingness to make adjustments when life changes, and the
same determination to finish well. By God’s grace, the greatest victories are not found in a trophy
case but in a life that faithfully follows Him, one day at a time.

healed. The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working.” - James 5:16

P RAYER LI ST “Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that you may be

Recent Medical Concerns / Updates
Morgan Peyton - continue to to keep her & Drew in your prayers.
Ronnie Stewart-arteriogram on Aug 28" @ Vanderbilt.

Upcoming Surgeries / Recovery

Ann Berryman - home recovering

Marsha Patrick - finished radiation

Mack Winstead - CA - continued prayers
David Nowlin - CA treatments - WcoC elder
Jackie Borders - Lauren Stuart’s mom
Robert Gardner (friend of Bill Williams)
Maggie Wright - (friend of N. Buttrey) CA
Jerry Honea - cancer, prayers

Dwight Profitt - cancer, prayers

Those being Treated for Cancer
Jimmy Phy - CA
Dale Street - (N. Buttrey grandfather)
Hudson Jones -(2yr old son of Dan & Catherine, Walnut St COC-Leukemia)
Robert Gardner (friend of Bill Williams) CA
David Stokes - (Jordan Stokes & Carly Stone’s dad) & Drew Swearns’ step-dad
Chris McCurley - Walnut St coC
Bill Bieneman - (Mike Burns cousin)

Those with Ongoing Medical Issues
W. R. & Louise Long Bonita Madewell Al & Vicki Peek Sherry Harvey Jim & Betty Suddeath Kay Monroe Walter Holland
Jackie Harvey Doug Simpson  Judy Simpson  Joanie Coleman Clay Crafton Aaron Sears
Alyssa Gold Josh Barnet Archer Schindel Claude Hurt June Brake
Frances Simpson Daniel McCarson Marcia Simpson Thelma Davidson J.C. Enlow’s son-in-law Jessica Ahne
Savannah Patrick - (Rhett’s syndrome - Marsha Patrick’s granddaughter) c/o Jaimie Patrick - 111 McJury Lane, Lafayette, TN

Chase Lewis
Lance Davis

Homebound in McEwen
Gary Davis - 4126 Hurricane Creek Rd.

Assisted Living / Nursing Home / Rehab
Ascension St. Thomas Three Rivers (Waverly)-Jimmy Tyler (rm 101) & Wayne Jones
Humphreys Co. Rehab/NH (Waverly)- Jane Ridings (rm 713) & June Dreaden (Sonya ¢ Jimmy Mullinicks - 56 Mike St.
Magnolia Place - Jimmy Tyler-is now back . mom Outside McEwen

NHC (Dickson) - Alneita Rye Betty James - 8516 Burleson Ln.,,
Waverly Hills Post Acute (Waverly) - Bertha Bradford (rm 102A) Murfreesboro, TN 37129

ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPCOMING EVENTS

Our last lesson in our
Summer Series will be this
Wednesday night,
August 26" with
Dean Duke from Bakerville

We will be having a Member
Appreciation dinner
on Saturday, August 29th
from 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm
Here at the building.
Please sign the list in the
foyer if you are able to
attend, by Aug 23rd. There
is also a food sign-up sheet
for some side items.

Our sympathy & prayers to
Traci Adams & family on the loss of her dad “Wiley
Marshall, whose services were held on Aug 23 @
Young funeral home in Linden.
also to
Betty James & family on the loss of Joe James. His
services will be held here at the church building on
Saturday, Aug 29", visitation starting @
10:00 with the service @ 12:00 noon.

We will be having our
5th Sunday
Meet, Eat & Meet
again on Aug 30th.
Please bring a dish &
stay & fellowship with us

IN mg - Faith, Obedience, Character, Unity, Salvation

Our only youth activity for last week was our devotional Sunday night at the home of Todd and Amy
Mullinicks. We had 13 youth and 5 adults in attendance. We began the evening with a time of singing
and a devotional thought. Afterwards we enjoyed a great meal of pizza, salad, chips and dip, and
desserts. We had a great night with great people and wonderful fellowship.

Our only youth activity for this week is our 5th Quarter Friday night after the football game. This will
last until 11:00. This coming Sunday we have our 5th Sunday service that our young men will be
leading. The service will begin around 12:15, after our fellowship meal. In Him, Keith
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Ty Adams
Closing Prayer
Card Collectors

Greeters
Cup Collectors
Security

PRIVELEGED TO SERVE
Sunday, August 30th, 2026
Welcome Dwight Stuart
Song Leader Mark Forster
Opening Prayer Jimmy Suddeath
Sermon John Jones
Lord’s Table Mike Tyler

Thomas Cook Jon Holland
John Potter Keith Grigsby

Drew Buttrey
Jim Suddeath
Luke Jones
& Abel Tummins

Calvin & Sharla Buckner

Youth
Team #2

Sunday 12:30 p.m., August 30th, 2026

Permit No. 1

Return Service Requested

The MESSENGER

A weekly publication of the McEwen church of Christ

Week of August 23rd, 2026

Song Leader
Prayer
Sermon

Lord’s Table
Closing Prayer

Young Men
will be

Conducting
Services

() ©YouTube

f you are unable to attend any service,
please tune in to our Facebook page or
YouTube channel to watch the services. This
s NOT a replacement for the command to
assemble together as Christ’s body, but a
tool for those who may be homebound,
shut-in or sick.

Song Leader
Prayer

Wednesday 6:30 p.m., Sept 2nd, 2026

Andrew Peyton

John Hurt

Sermon (his last lesson before John Jones
leaving on Sept 3rd)

contact Jimmy Phy.

* |f you are unable to serve in your scheduled
appointment, please contact Wade Tummins in
advance (931-209-6291).

*If changes need to made in scheduling, please

The MESSENGER is
also online on the
church website!

OUR RECORDS FOR 8/23/2026

Sunday Morning Bible School 116
Sunday Morning Worship 186
Sunday Evening Worship 106
Wednesday Bible Study 154
Sunday Contribution $7,901

THAT YOU MAY

OBTAIN
THE PRIZE

1 CORINTHIANS 9:24

A Caring Church Lifting Up the CROSS and CROWN of CHRIST

Schedule of Services

Sunday
Bible Study 9a.m.
Worship 10a.m.
Evening Worship 6 p.m.
Wednesday
Bible Study 6:30 p.m.
Elders
Calvin Buckner
Billy Buttrey
W. R. Long

Bruce Mayfield
Mike Robertson

Deacons

Derek Berryman  Mike Burns
Wayne Coates Mark Forster
John Hurt Barry Phy
Robert Proctor James Ridings
Joe Smith. Dwight Stuart
Ethan Tummins  Wade Tummins

Ronnie Tyler

Staff

Ministers - Every Member!
Pulpit - John Jones
Youth - Keith Grigsby
Secretaries - Terri Tummins

Teresa Fleming

Get in Touch!
Address: 9704 Hwy. 70 E.
Mail: P. O. Box 256, McEwen, TN 37101
Phone: 931-582-6130
Email: mcewencofc@gmail.com
Website: www.mcewenchurchofchrist.com

EVANGELISM PROGRAM

Weekly Information




