Good News and Bad News
John Jones

We've all heard it before—in the doctor’s office or the auto-repair shop: “I’ve got good news and bad
news. Which do you want first?” It's often a lighthearted way to cushion the impact of an unwelcome
bill or diagnosis. But deep down, we might wonder, “Why does there have to be any bad news at
all?” Recently, I discovered there’s a GOOD reason for BAD news.

Last Tuesday, I visited an orthopedic surgeon for a consultation on my knee after an MRI. I was
stunned when they scheduled me for a “minor” surgery just two days later. Even better, they assured
me [’d “walk out of the hospital”, preach on Sunday with only a little soreness, and not need any
physical therapy at all. What fantastic news—that’s exactly what [ wanted to hear! With those prom-
ises echoing in my mind, [ arrived for surgery on Thursday morning. But when I woke up, reality hit
hard. Four days later, I still couldn’t walk. Surgeries can always turn out more complex than antici-
pated, but without a follow-up call to adjust my expectations, the past few days have been filled with
frustration and disappointment.

In medical terms, we get this: We want good news, but realistic expectations are far better. If doctors
only told us what we wanted to hear, we’d never confront our health issues or take the steps to heal.
Good news is only good if it’s also grounded in reality—and often, bad news is what reveals the path
to getting better.

The same principle applies spiritually. If we skip the “bad news,” what happens to the “good news”?
It loses its power! Paul claims in Romans 1:16 that the gospel (good news) is God’s power for salva-
tion. But what makes that good news, good? How can we fully grasp Jesus’s sacrificial death for us if
we don'’t first understand the devastating reality of our sin?

Scripture lays this out clearly in Romans 6:23: “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Here, the bad news comes first—the “wages” we earn from sin
lead to death, separation from God, and eternal consequences (see also Romans 3:23: “For all have
sinned and fall short of the glory of God”). Without acknowledging our sin and our separation from
God, the good news—that God's free gift of eternal life through Jesus—would be completely unnec-
essary.

Yet, in Jesus, the bad news meets its match. Isaiah 53:5-6 prophesies His role: “But he was pierced
for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was on
him, and by his wounds we are healed. We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to
our own way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all.” Jesus didn't shy away from the bad
news; He confronted it head-on, bearing our sin so we could receive forgiveness and new life.

In the end, the bad news isn’t the final word—it’s the setup for the greatest news ever told. Let’s em-
brace the full truth: Before Jesus rescued us, the sin our lives promised our eternal spiritual death, but
that’s not the end of the story. The good news is that our Savior has rescued us from it!
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School is in full force now as all the kids are starting their first full week today. It is always an exciting
time of the year as all the different school events start to begin. We are just a few weeks away from football sea-
son starting, and I know our girls’ soccer is gearing up as well.

Our youth kids had one activity for this past weekend...our first devotional for the month of Au-
gust. We had a great turnout, with 14 youth in attendance and 4 of those being visitors. We had a short devotion-
al period together followed by a game. After our game, we enjoyed a great meal and time of fellowship. I want
to give a big THANK YOU to all our ladies that helped with the food. We had a great night together!
{*Reminder about our youth rally coming up this Saturday from 4:00-8:00. Lonnie Jones will be speaking
twice with a meal in between. I hope our kiddos and their parents are planning to attend this great
event.} In Christian Love, Keith
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Sunday, August 17th 2025

Welcome ...........c....oocooiiiiinni Bruce Mayfield
Lead Singing............ccc.cooeeiiiiniann. Mark Forster
It Prayer......cccooeueenvevccenncnnnnn, Mike Robertson
Sermon...................ceeeceeeeeeev.onn.Lonnie Jones
Lord’s Table..............cccocuvvvveeinen... W.R. Long

Glenn Ross Mike Tyler

Clavin Buckner Jimmy Suddeath

Brent Davis Caleb Coates
Closing Prayer.................cc.cceceeiee, John Hurt
Collect Cards...................ccoooviiins Stirling Hurt

& Jaxon Holt

Greeters..................................... Not at this time
Nursery.......c.coceeeeeiiiiiiiiininnn. Not at this time
Collect CUPS.........vvvieaiiiees et Youth
Security.......ccccoooiiiiiiiiiiiiii Team #3

Sunday 6PM, August 17t 2025
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Lead Singing..................................Mark Forster
Prayer...............ccccecevvucucucucene... Wade Tummins
SErmon. .........cocoiiiiiiiiii John Jones
Lord’s Table...............................Derek Berryman

& Danny Dotson
Closing Prayer...........................Jesse Kilpatrick

Wednesday 6:30 PM, August 20th 2025

Lead Singing......... ....................Andrew Peyton

Prayer.....................ccceueuue.Jacen Robertson

Adult Class........ {Summer Series }.......Dan Chambers
{Tonight: Hope in Christ Alone”}

*If you are unable to serve.........please contact
Wade Tummins in advance. (cell 931-209-6291)

*If changes need to be made in scheduling please

*If you are
o ° unable to

attend any service please tune

in to our Facebook page or our
YouTube page to watch the services. This is
NOT a replacement for the command to
assemble together as Christ's Body, but a
tool for those who may be homebound/shut
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1:16

A Caring Church Lifting Up The CROSS And CROWN of CHRIST

Schedule of Services

Sunday
Bible Study............... 9:00am
Worship............ 10:00am
FEvening............... 6:00pm

Wednesday
Bible Study. ......... 6:30pm

Elders:
Calvin Buckner

Billy Butirey Bruce Mayfield
W.R, Long Mike Robertson

Deacons:
Derek Berryman — Mike Burns
Wayne Coates Mark Forster
John Hurt Barry Phy
Robert Proctor James Ridings
Joe Smith Dwight Stuart
Ethan Tummins — Wade Tummins

Ronnie Tyler

Staff:
Ministers ----- Every Member
Pulpit - John Jones
Youth -------—- Keith Grigsby

Secretaries - Terri Tummins
Teresa Fleming

contact Jimmy Phy.

The MESSENGER is online! =5
Visit the church website EChurch
to view! Bulletin
OUR RECORDS for 8/10/2025
Sunday Morning Bible School — — — —-— 133
Sunday Morning Worship —-— — — — —- 208
Sunday Evening Worship -—-- - - - — —- 110
Wed-Mid-Week Bible Study - — — — — —-- 135
Sunday Contribution— — — — ------ $8,856

To Contact Us:
9704 Hwy 70 E
Mail us: P.O. Box 256
McEwen, TN 37101
Phone: 931-582-6130

E-mail: mcewencofc@gmail.com

Website: www.mcewenchurchofchrist.com
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EVANGELISM PROGRAM
Continue to be:
Praying for those we are studying with
Continuing to provide new {Contact's}
cards for us to reach out to

Team 2 - may have cards to work on
this Wednesday night.
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